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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

FIDA-Ghana is dedicated and committed to addressing discriminatory practices in the society, and promoting and protecting the rights of women and children in Ghana.  FIDA believes in empowering all women to claim their capacity to access justice thereby protecting their rights.  In 2007, FIDA made great gains in its activities, awareness raising and capacity building and FIDA is well on its way to successfully implementing its five year strategic plan adopted in 2006.  With new research projects on the horizon that have assessed the needs and effective targeting of our services, FIDA’s organizational efforts will further progress.

FIDA’s Legal Aid Programme in Accra, Kumasi and Koforidua continue to earn immense credibility and popularity.  FIDA is now taking steps towards the creation of a Victim’s Support Fund which will enable expanded court representation to our clients as well as create funds available for medical emergencies and transportation stipends for our clients who struggle to afford travel and transportation costs.  
FIDA-Ghana has continued into the next phase of a two year grant from CORDAID that has enabled FIDA to expand its work in the Northern region by conducting refresher trainings for paralegals as well as enabling more women to access justice in the region.  FIDA has also been involved in promoting and spreading legal literacy through awareness-creation on various issues affecting women and children.  The continuation of these programmes that make people aware of their rights will result in greater development and promotion of women’s rights.    

2007 was an important year for strengthening research so that FIDA can generate stronger results-based efforts in its programs and projects.  FIDA conducted a study on the legal challenges facing women with HIV/AIDS in areas where infection rates are high (as identified by the Ghana AIDS Commission.  Several suggestions were put forward on how to eliminate discrimination faced by PLWA.

FIDA has maintained its commitment to promoting access to justice for women through the media and 2007 saw a continuation of that effort.  FIDA representatives spoke on Joy FM discussing the need for women’s access to justice.  FIDA wishes to continue to raise awareness through the media and public events.  FIDA has also made steps toward strengthening its partnerships by collaborating with the Ark Foundation on the implementation of the Domestic Violence Act legislation.  FIDA also collaborated with the Ark Foundation and Legal Aid for its community paralegal training and mobile outreach programs.  In 2008 and beyond more partnerships will be developed with civil society organizations.  Fill in COHRE & WiLDAF collaboration
FIDA-Ghana recognizes that the current political, economic, and social environment present complex challenges and to ensure that the momentum of its work is sustained.  With an election year approaching, the organization must devote its services to promoting women’s political enfranchisement and participation in the decision-making process.  The research efforts have strengthened the vision for a future direction.  The satisfying reports and feedback we have received from our clients and paralegals provides us with renewable energy that will continue to flourish in 2008. 

 Looking Ahead: Plans for 2008

Women in Politics: Ghana’s 2008 Presidential Elections                                                     



FIDA believes that women’s access to justice and the promotion of women’s rights can be achieved in part through greater representation of women in politics.  In Ghana’s Parliament, women occupy just 25 out of the 230 seats in Parliament (or 10.9%).  FIDA recognizes the importance of greater representation for this year’s upcoming election and as such, FIDA will be teaming up with WILDAF (Women in Law and Development in Africa) for the “We Know Politics: Hearing Women’s Voices in Ghana’s 2008 Presidential and Parliamentary Elections”.  The project aims at electing greater women parliamentarians, women voting on Election Day, and promoting the belief that women are good decision makers.  FIDA hopes that its collaborative efforts with WIDLAF will result in a greater number of women MPs and a greater turnout of women voters on Election Day in December.  

Capacity Building and Advocacy

FIDA-Ghana will continue to champion the cause of women in the fight against all forms of discrimination and to advocate the abolishing of outmoded cultural practices which impede the socio-economic empowerment and advancement of women.

FIDA-Ghana will continue to build the capacity of community leaders as paralegals in order to teach them to identify human rights abuses in their communities.  This is done by training them in the basic laws and advocacy strategies that enable them to influence behavioural changes, especially in adolescents.  FIDA is also committed to enhancing the capacity of other local NGOs, particularly in the Northern region, to enable more women the means to access justice

Promotion of Women’s Rights and Empowerment in the Northern and Upper East Regions 

FIDA-Ghana will be building upon the gains made through its project funded by CORDAID in two northern regions.  After beginning a response to the persistent rights violations women in the North experience, a subsequent phase of the project aims to help establish a culture where women feel they can access the law and justice when their rights are violated.  As a result of FIDA/CORDAID intervention efforts women have become empowered to report cases to law enforcement agencies and to FIDA’s paralegal centres.

Public Relations & Communications

FIDA-Ghana will begin making available its annual reports on its website.  Currently, the website is being redesigned and its contents are being regularly updated.  Broadband internet services are being made accessible to all members of staff, which will enhance internal communication.

STRUCTURE OF FIDA GHANA

FIDA-Ghana functions through three bodies: the Executive Board, the General Meeting and a Secretariat.  The Executive Board consists of the President, Vice President, immediate past Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, Public Relations Officer, Historian, Parliamentarian, Senior Member Representative and a Junior Member Representative. The Executive Committee meets once a month.  The General Meeting includes all members of the Federation and these members also meet once a month to discuss matters pertaining to the Federation and other matters referred to it by the Executive Board.  Decisions of the General Meeting are by a simple majority. 

The Secretariat, which is located in Accra, has now grown to include the Executive Director, Administrative Officer/Media and Program Officer (Legal aid) Accountant, an Accounts assistant , two Administrative Staff, and three support staff. The Secretariat is supported by members of FIDA who volunteer their services to the organisation and interns from within and outside Ghana. 

In addition to its office in Accra, FIDA Ghana also has an operative office in the Ashanti region. This office is located in Kumasi under the management of an Administrator (a qualified female lawyer), two support staff, and approximately 6 volunteer lawyers.  Moreover, FIDA Ghana has two paralegal centres in Koforidua, the capital of the Eastern region, and Tamale in the Northern Region.  Trained paralegal officers and their assistants staff these centres.
A. LEGAL AID SERVICES PROGRAMME



The Legal Aid Services programme is FIDA-Ghana’s core project.  Through this programme, individuals receive free or reduced-cost legal advice and dispute mediation by volunteer lawyers in Accra, Kumasi and Koforidua.  The individuals who utilize the programme are those who cannot afford the filing fees required to appear in court, much less a lawyer.  The impact of the Legal Aid programme is considerable; 760 new cases were recorded in Accra in 2006, while 1,015 old cases were revisited. This brings the total number of cases recorded in the year 2006 to 1,775.
The Legal Aid Programme is vital to promoting democratic good governance by expanding access to justice for women and children in Ghana.  The program provides legal, social and emotional redress from blatant abuses and crimes, such as rape, defilement, domestic violence and harmful traditional practices.  It also serves as an empowerment tool for creating awareness amongst clients concerning their rights.  FIDA-Ghana offers Legal Aid services three days a week: Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays.  Contributions from supporters such as the UNDP have been vital to FIDA-Ghana’s efforts to fill the gaps left by the Ghanaian legal system.
This year, in Accra a total of 1503 cases were heard, with 222 cases being referred to the Women’s Initiative for Self Empowerment (W.I.S.E.) for counselling and emotional support.  In the Legal Aid centre in Kumasi recorded a total number of 57 new cases, whilst 40 old cases were revisited.  In Seven cases were taken to court, six of these cases were estate cases whilst one was on child maintenance.  In Koforidua, a total of 110 cases were heard, 81 by females and 29 by males
ACCRA REPORT FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2007

INTRODUCTION

Accra’s Legal Aid program runs three days a week providing free Legal Aid and dispute mediation by volunteer lawyers.  The impact of the Legal Aid programme is considerable.  In 2007 1503 cases were reported to the Legal Aid centre.  Maintenance cases are the highest of cases so far received followed by Marital, Estate, Legal Advice and Compensation.  Within the year 226 cases were referred to the police and public institutions.  65 cases involving domestic violence were referred to DOVVSU, 76 cases involving assault and threats of death were submitted to the Police, whilst 50 cases on unlawful dismissals were referred to the Labour Commission.  35 cases were referred to the Legal Aid Board in Accra and other parts of the country.  Cases referred to the Legal Aid Board include estate and divorce cases. 

FIDA-Ghana’s Accra Legal Aid Programme has worked in collaboration with the Women’s Initiative for Self Empowerment (WISE) to provide onsite counseling to clients.  In total two hundred and twenty two (222) clients have been counseled on relationship and marital problems as well as issues of custody.  As a result of this collaboration with W.I.S.E. an initiative to provide group counseling to women began.  Twelve women participated in this session which was highly successful as the women shared their experiences and gained insight as to how to resolve their challenges.  It also provided a platform for mutual learning.  
Court Case/Counselling

Between July and December 30 cases on maintenance, marital, divorce and paternity cases have so been taken to court and reliefs have been granted to clients. Some of the cases are pending for judgment. Three cases have been sent to the High Court on divorce and the process has begun.  2 cases on paternity and custody have also been to the court and have been successful.  Currently four cases of maintenance are currently pending before the family tribunals.  Clients are also coached on how to file their cases at the family tribunals and thereafter bring copies of the summons for legal representation.

Emerging Issues and Challenges

FIDA-Ghana's recent challenge in the area of providing legal aid services is how to provide consistent court representation to more clients whose spouses renege on maintenance payments.  In the recent past, FIDA has relied on lawyers to offer pro bono services to clients whose cases require court orders to expedite justice.  An assessment of this strategy has proved that a more coordinated approach needs to be adopted to ensure that more of our clients benefit from court assistance.  FIDA-Ghana believes that litigation can also have a positive impact on women’s access to justice as it increases their confidence in the Legal aid service.  It can also result in judicial precedents in the area of women’s rights which is quite grey and unchartered in Ghana and if explored could expand jurisprudence on women’s rights in a way that benefits women.  FIDA will therefore explore the possibility of setting up a victims support and litigation fund to pay for court fees to provide legal redress for clients seeking maintenance orders from the courts.  The fund could also be devoted to travel and transport allowances to make more Legal Aid officers available to clients.  

· The number of estate cases that came to the Legal Aid Centre shows that a lot more public education needs to be done on the PNDCL 111, as widows and their children are continually subjected to rights abuse as a result of deep cultural prejudices which impedes the full implementation of the Law.

Success Stories

· Two rivals whose deceased husband’s property was forcibly taken over by their brother-in-law through mediation and police assistance were able to retrieve the property.

· A client with marital problems was referred for counseling.  She had moved out of her marital home to live with her mother because she believed her husband was cheating on their marriage.  When she complained the husband ignored her.  After her case was meditated on, the Lawyer referred the couple for counseling.  During Counseling, our client realized that she was inclined to “hear say” from neighbors to influence her marriage.  After three weeks of counseling, she’s now reconciled with her husband and has moved back to her marital home with their children.

· A client who has been married for the past 19 years to a man was a pastor with an established church in the U.S.  The pastor was doing well but was not maintaining his wife and children.  He forcibly removed his wife from their matrimonial home and all efforts by the wife to resolve the issue failed.  The wife visited FIDA to seek legal assistance.  A letter was written to the husband by FIDA and copied to the American Embassy.  The husband immediately responded and came down to settle his wife and children.  The client was happy and has since not returned to FIDA.

· A paternity case where the invitee, a foreigner had decline the paternity of his children and refused to maintain both mother and child.  When he was reported to FIDA, he was asked to perform a paternity test but he declined to take the test.  His case was taken to court by FIDA’s lawyers and the invitee was served with summons from the court where an order was given to him to perform the paternity test.  The test provided evidence to show that the child belonged to the invitee.  He now maintains the child on a monthly basis.  
· A case involving physical abuse from a husband towards his estranged partner and son.  The invitee had refused to provide parental guidance to his son and was absent from the child’s life.  This situation was contributing towards deviant behavior of the son and the mother decided to leave her marital home.  The father decided to cut off all forms of maintenance support for the child, when the mother and son left his home.  This compelled the mother to seek legal assistance from FIDA-Ghana.  After mediation, the Father forcibly took the boy and deprived our client from having immediate access to the child.  FIDA reported the case to DOVVSU and a writ of summons was sent to the invitee to appear in court.  The court ordered that the mother be given custody of the child and be maintained by the father.  
· A widow whose husband died in the process of building a house was approached by her deceased husband’s siblings to hand over the documents covering the house since they jointly acquired the land leaving the client with no share in it.  The widow approached FIDA-Ghana for assistance and the siblings were invited to the Legal aid centre. After mediation when the Legal Aid Officer explained the provisions under the PNDCL 111, which governed intestacy, the siblings came to appreciate the importance of protecting the rights of both the widow and her children.
Recommendations

· FIDA-Ghana recognizes that although there have been numerous success stories a more comprehensive monitoring and evaluation program must be put in place so as to progressively review strategies and the extent to which the intended objectives have been realized to beneficiaries. This will provide a clearer picture of the impact of the Legal Aid programme as well as provide ideas on new strategic interventions to be replicated in future legal aid activities. 
· FIDA-Ghana should explore the possibility of sourcing for funds to set up a litigation fund to assist indigent clients to access the courts as this would encourage many women to pursue their cases to its logical conclusion and actually enforce the maintenance rights of children. It has also been recommended that Lawyers representing clients could access funds from the Litigation fund to cover their transport costs. 

· Proposal to institute a Legal Aid week campaign to create public awareness on children and women’s rights is being studied. Legal Aid week will present a platform for FIDA-Ghana to present statistics on cases that are brought to its attention, trends or patterns of violations that FIDA has observed, and policy recommendations that will improve women’s access to justice. 
CONCLUSION
As primary caregivers for children women’s well being also advances the healthy growth of their dependents. When female clients are able to obtain legal assistance, it advances the rights of both women and children. With the introduction of court representation, many of our clients have expressed immense satisfaction at their ability to take action to correct a wrong being perpetuated against them and their children.  FIDA-Ghana is pleased at this turn of events, as it also indicates an improvement with its service delivery.  However, in order to sustain and replicate this in other regions, the organization needs to mobilize resources to give a wider section of women the opportunity to benefit from court representation.  FIDA-Ghana, in the future, would like to explore the possibility of sourcing for funds to set up a litigation fund to assist indigent clients to access the courts as this would encourage many women to pursue their cases to their logical conclusions and be able to enforce the maintenance rights of children.  It has also been recommended that Lawyers representing clients could access funds from some kind of Litigation fund to cover their transportation costs.  
FIDA also realizes that despite its success, a more comprehensive monitoring and evaluation program must be put in place in order to progressively review strategies and to review the extent to which intended objectives have been realized.  This will provide a clearer picture of the impact of the Legal Aid as well as provide ideas on new strategic interventions to be replicated in future legal aid activities.  These issues reveal that the services provided by FIDA-Ghana in Accra are vital and continue to be important in an ever changing environment where the issues of empowering women to access justice for themselves and their children must be sustained and expanded.   

KUMASI -REPORT FROM: JANUARY 2007 TO OCTOBER 2007
INTRODUCTION

The FIDA-Ghana Legal Aid Service Centre in Kumasi, with three staff and six female lawyers assisting, has been providing access to justice for the women and children in the Ashanti Region and surrounding towns.  There are also a few male clients seeking aid from the Centre.  During the period under review, the Centre’s activities have been focused on settlement of cases through mediation.  The types of cases that come to the centre are predominantly in the area of Child Maintenance, Paternity, Custody, Estates and Marital Issues. Clients at the Centre fall into two main categories:

1. Those who visit the centre merely to seek legal advice as to what action to take with respect to their peculiar circumstances, and

2. Those who visit to have their cases attended to by the Centre.

COURT CASES 

The Legal Aid Centre took a total of seven cases to Court on behalf of clients directly.  Of these cases, one was regarding maintenance and the rest were estate matters.  At the moment, three of the estate cases have been concluded—the properties have been distributed and the applicable Vesting Assent has been prepared.  The maintenance case is still pending at the Family Tribunal in Ashanti Newtown.  The other two estate matters have become contentious probate matters and are pending in Court.

Aside from these cases, a number of clients were referred to the Legal Aid Board. These cases were reassigned to the Administrator who represented these clients in court. As well, the Centre also prepared two deed of gift for two of the clients.

LEGAL EDUCATION, AWARENESS AND LITERACY PROGRAMMES

The Kumasi Legal Aid Centre, with sponsorship from the World Day of Prayer German Committee, organized a three-day legal literacy and sensitization programme on the theme “Improving Women’s Access to Justice” held in Dunyaw-Nkwanta-Tano North District, Atwima-Nwabiagya District, Asunafo South District, Dormaa District. In all, over 500 men and women in the four districts were educated on their rights. As well, there were one-day legal literacy and sensitization workshops on child labour conducted in Kumasi and Obuasi. 

In addition to the above programmes, the Centre also held a number of lectures and talks on the Domestic Violence Act, Rights of the Ghanaian Woman, Rights of the Ghanaian Child, Intestate Succession Act and the Law on Marriages at churches and other organizations. 

The Centre also organized radio programmes on the issues of the Domestic Violence Act, Improving Women’s Access to Justice and Laws on Prostitution on various radio stations.

EMERGING ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

The Centre has been faced with issues of unqualified staff, inadequate logistics, and financial difficulties.  As well, the judicial system is jammed, resulting in cases being unduly delayed in the Law Courts. Security at the workplace is an emerging concern, since some of the invitees tend to get a bit violent.  Furthermore, the Centre is challenged by a difficult relationship with the Domestic Violence and Victims Support Unit (DOVVSU). DOVVSU and FIDA should be working in tandem to provide services and resources to men, women and children in the Ashanti and Brong Ahafo Regions, particularly since DOVVSU is not adequately resourced to handle these cases and is better equipped in handling cases of domestic violence. It is problematic that DOVVSU has been trying to handle marital and custody cases and at times giving the wrong information before referring the case to FIDA. Thus, the Centre should ensure that there is adequate dialogue so that DOVVSU and FIDA view each other as partners rather than as competitors.  

SUCCESSES

Despite the challenges, the Centre has also had a number of successes. In the period under review a total of 11 cases were settled at the Legal Aid Centre and seven legal outreach programmes were organized, with approximately 700 hundred men and women educated on their rights.

Through the media and talks at Churches, a number of church members and other individuals were educated on the Domestic Violence Act.  As well, the capacity of the Administrator was built up through attendance at conferences and workshops. Finally, collaboration with the Legal Aid Board has been very effective in sending cases of indigent clients to Court.

CASE PROFILE

	MONTH
	MAINTENANCE/

CUSTODY/

PATERNITY
	MARITAL (incl. DV)
	COMPENSA-TION
	ESTATES/

PROPERTY
	LEGAL ADVICE/

OTHER
	REFERRALS
	TOT

AL

	January
	1
	5
	-
	-
	-
	-
	6

	February
	1
	6
	-
	-
	-
	-
	7

	March
	4
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	5

	April
	4
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	6

	May
	1
	8
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9

	June
	2
	4
	-
	-
	-
	-
	6

	July
	1
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	4

	August
	1
	5
	-
	2
	-
	-
	8

	September
	-
	3
	1
	-
	-
	-
	4

	October
	-
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2

	November
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	December
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


CONCLUSION   

The volume of cases at the Centre in 2007 was not very encouraging. However, FIDA has been successful in organizing legal outreaches, radio programmes and sensitization on some of the laws. Through these initiatives, the Centre was able to advertise itself in the Ashanti and Brong Ahafo Regions. Despite the challenges outlined above, the Centre has the opportunity and potential to grow and serve more clients successfully in the coming year.  
KORFORIDUA: JANUARY 2007 TO DECEMBER 2007

INTRODUCTION

The Paralegal Unit at Korforidua has handled or referred a variety of cases in the past year. The bulk of cases are those related to child maintenance, custody and marital issues, with maintenance cases being the most frequently recorded.  Other categories of cases include compensation, estates, property and more serious cases that were referred to Legal Aid, DOVVSU or other resources.  The Unit recorded a total of 110 cases in 2007. 81 cases were reported by females, and 29 by males. 

COURT CASES/COUNSELLING 

Since the FIDA office in Koforidua is staffed by paralegals, the unit is not equipped to handle court cases or specialized counseling (e.g. the counseling performed by W.I.S.E.).  Cases that are going to court are generally referred to Legal Aid.  A number of child maintenance cases have been referred to the courts when the fathers have not fulfilled promises made at mediation sessions. 

EMERGING ISSUES

· While women comprise the majority of clients, over 25% of the cases recorded in 2007 were reported by men. The issues being brought to the paralegals are also quite varied. For example, there were a number of cases regarding loans and repayment, while in another case a client was seeking redress for police brutality. The diversity of cases likely reflects FIDA’s status in the community as a place not only where women’s rights are defended against men, but as a place where access to justice can be found. 

· Some very serious cases have been reported, including several rape cases: a gang-rape of an adolescent girl, a girl escaping from a potential defilement situation. As well, there were some serious domestic violence cases, including brutal assaults causing significant injury or a mother dipping the hand of her daughter into boiling water.  These cases were referred to DOVVSU by FIDA. 

SUCCESS STORIES

· In one instance, the client reported that one of the co-tenants at the compound house where she lived reared dogs in the house. The dogs created a nuisance, and littered the house with their feces. The client asked the co-tenant to remove the dogs from the house, but to no avail. The Paralegal Unit successfully mediated between the two co-tenants and the owner of the dogs agreed to sell all the dogs within two weeks.  Information then came two weeks later that the co-tenant had complied. 

· One client that came to the Paralegal Unit in August was a pregnant 19 year-old mother of two children who was in dire straits—stranded without anywhere to stay.  The father of the children had left for Accra and had not returned. She then got into a relationship with another man and became pregnant, but the man left her when he found out that she had two other children without his knowledge.  FIDA assisted the client by contacting the Assemblyman in her area, who then searched for the two men who had abandoned her. The first man (father of the two children) was found, and he claimed that he had left the client due to her unfaithfulness and bad character. However, he was working as a taxi driver in the town and agreed to give the client money each month to feed the children. 

· In another case, a man came to FIDA for assistance because the mother of his child was constantly pressing him for money because of the child, and he did not feel comfortable with constantly having to give into her demands for funds. He wanted to take his son away from his mother, but since the child was only 3 years old, FIDA instead helped the client make satisfactory arrangements for the maintenance of the child that would prevent the constant hassle from the child’s mother. Each month, he would bring money meant for the son to the FIDA office and the woman would pick up the money from the office. 

· In another case, a FIDA paralegal successfully mediated in a dispute between a brother and sister over a piece of land and social security money. The brother claimed that the woman appeared out of nowhere claiming to be his sister (with the same father), and that the lease of the land and the house were under her name.  The woman claimed that the land where the house was located was leased by their late father, and that her brother did not even attend the funeral when their father died.  Instead, he had begun accessing the father’s Social Security account without his siblings’ consent. The paralegal counseled the parties to be patient and to understand each other so that they could live peacefully as a family. The matter has since been resolved peacefully.

CASE PROFILE

	MONTH
	MAINTENANCE/

CUSTODY/

PATERNITY
	MARITAL (incl. DV)
	COMPENSA-TION
	ESTATES/

PROPERTY
	LEGAL ADVICE/

OTHER
	REFERRALS
	TOTAL

	January
	6
	1
	-
	-
	1
	2
	10

	February
	2
	5
	1
	1
	1
	2
	12

	March
	5
	2
	-
	1
	5
	1
	14

	April
	4
	3
	-
	1
	4
	3
	15

	May
	2
	1
	-
	1
	-
	1
	5

	June
	4
	1
	-
	1
	-
	6
	12

	July
	2
	3
	-
	-
	2
	1
	8

	August
	5
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	6

	September
	6
	1
	-
	-
	-
	3
	10

	October
	4
	-
	-
	1
	-
	2
	7

	November
	2
	2
	-
	-
	1
	1
	6

	December
	2
	-
	-
	1
	1
	1
	5


CONCLUSION   

While the services are limited due to caseworkers being paralegals instead of lawyers, the Unit nevertheless is a place in the community where people can come to with their legal problems. Even if the paralegals cannot handle the case directly due to the seriousness of the matter or the issues involved, the unit is nevertheless able to refer the case to the appropriate place for the client to find the help he or she needs.
B. CAPACITY BUILDING AND ADVOCACY

I. Improving women’s access to Justice in the Northern Region of Ghana

As part of FIDA’s project in two Northern Regions in Ghana, sensitization programs were held to sensitize participants on socio-cultural practices that hinder women’s access to justice in the community.  A documentary on gender based violence was screened and generated a dialogue on the impact of religion and culture on women’s rights and the effect on families and communities. There was a general consensus that gender based violence is unacceptable and therefore campaigns against domestic violence should actively involve men who are often the perpetrators to raise their consciousness.  Participants also prescribed a review of such processes and the need to undertake public education in rural communities where such practices are widespread.  

Thirteen sister watch groups (SWGs) were formed in the Northern and Upper East regions as well as eight community aid groups (CAGs) in the Northern and Upper East regions. Representatives of NGO’s in partnership with FIDA Ghana were given paralegal training to improve women’s access to justice.  Handbooks on the rights of the Ghanaian women were translated in six local dialects in the two regions. Community durbars in collaboration with NGO partners were held as well as twenty radio programs in Northern and Upper East region to educate and inform the public on the need to improve women’s access to justice.

II.
Refresher training for 15 representatives of 5 paralegal associations on land and inheritance rights. 

Three day meeting and refresher training for 15 representatives of five existing paralegals took place at Abokobi women’s training centre in the North.  Participants comprised of two members of the paralegal association and one member of the community.  The paralegals were encouraged to collect basic information on incidence of disinheritance of women in their community before the training workshop.  This information was used during the training as case studies and input for the development of work plan for community advocacy activities.

Participants designed action plans for community advocacy programs to engage various community members on laws on land and inheritance rights of women. The participants will work with the communities to set up community based groups. The formation of this group will be done during the community durbar where influential members of the community will be asked to volunteer to be part of the group. The formation of this community based organization, is meant to ensure grass root ownership of the program, sustainability and to make certain that, property issues are high on the agenda of the community beyond the life of the project.  

C. LEGAL LITERACY PROGRAMS

I. Legal Literacy & sensitization on child for school children, parents and

Law.  Enforcement agencies in twelve selected districts 
The legal literacy programs are aimed at the simplification, interpretation and translation (into local languages) of legislation, particularly those that affect women and children.  FIDA-Ghana aims to expand access to justice through legal literacy that seeks to continue the translation and publications of its handbooks hoping to educate the public at large, but women in particular.  These programs are held in all ten regions of the country and, with an increase in funding, can be extended to all districts.  Also in line with legal education, members of FIDA-Ghana will continue to speak to churches, men and women’s groups and institutions on current trends in the law. 
FIDA-Ghana has adopted a strategy utilizing public education since it is most likely the approach to result in sustainable and long-term elimination of child labour.  The public education strategy targeted groups of people whose work involved regular contact with children in twelve of the time bound project districts. Legal literacy education workshops were held for 40 participants that included school children teachers, parents and law enforcement agencies in 12 districts. The districts included. Awutu Efutu Senya; Ajumako, Enyan Esiam; Twifo Heman Lower Denkyira; North Tongu; South Tongu; and  Kwaebibirim Kpandu Districts; Accra and Kumasi Metropolitan Areas,  and Obuasi,  Cape Coast and Bolgatanga Municipal Areas.

The objectives of the programme are as follows:

· To contribute to the elimination of the WFCL (Worst Forms of Child Labour) and the creation of strong institutional and socio-economic bases for dealing effectively with all child labour in Ghana.
· To develop a handbook to provide a uniform mode of disseminating information on child labour laws and legal issues, especially relating to the worst forms of child labour.
· At the end of the project 480 actors directly involved with children i.e. parents, teachers, employer’s associations, assembly members, GPRTU representatives, law enforcement agencies and out of school youth will be sensitized and educated on laws promoting and protecting the rights of children, particularly protection from child labour, especially its worst forms and the capacity of target groups will also be enhanced to report cases to law enforcement agencies.
 A draft of a child labour related handbook which provides a uniform mode of disseminating information on child labour laws and legal issues has been developed.  It will serve as a practical guide for social service workers, teachers, parents and members of NGOs and CBOs dealing with child rights issues.  It highlights the hazardous effects of child labour as a human rights issue and educates the public on the responsibilities of all actors involved with children.

A variety of stakeholders contributed to the success of the training workshops.  The District Assemblies assisted in the selection of suitable target groups.  Social Welfare representatives in the selected districts were the district focal persons on child labour and they contributed to the planning, designing and implementation of the course content.

The programme has allowed the youth groups who participated to be sensitized on their rights and their capacity has been strengthened to identify issues of child labour and child trafficking.

Parent’s capacity has been enhanced about rights of children in order for them to provide adequate protection for their children against child labour and child trafficking. Their capacity has also been enhanced to report cases of child labour and child trafficking to the appropriate law enforcement agencies.

Law enforcement and government agencies knowledge have increased on laws promoting and protecting children’s rights.

Representatives of employers associations, paralegals, GPRTU, Assembly Members and MDA’s have been sensitized on the rights of children and capable of effectively handling cases of rights violations against children in their communities.

The sensitization program was based upon seven forms of WFCL namely; child domestic work, small scale artisan, mining and quarrying, fishing, commercial agriculture, commercial sexual exploitation of children, trafficking and head portage activities. Although the action program did not specifically target children under bonded or forced labour conditions it targeted actors who have direct contact with this group of children.  Of particular significance of this target group were the parents whose responsibility it is to protect the rights of their own children.  Highlighting laws governing the rights of children where child labour and child trafficking is concerned has transferred knowledge of these laws and empowered this group to ensure that working children in their various communities are protected from abuses and rights violations. Indeed the law without education is useless and findings of various studies have proved that not only are parents ignorant of these laws but law enforcement agencies such as the police, custom officials, as well as the judiciary and legal practitioners. 

Through legal literacy education several members of the groups highlighted the importance of their roles in contributing towards the elimination of child labour and child trafficking. For instance representatives of the road and transport union underscored the need for them to question escorts of children to ascertain the likelihood of child trafficking. Suspicious characters would be reported to either the police or immigration officials within their communities. 

As part of the awareness-raising strategy, the media played a key role in stimulating public debate, exposing the severity and prevalence of child labour.  Through live interviews on news programs, a forum was created to increase awareness of the challenges as well as share information on the provisions of the laws that protect children from worst forms of child labour and trafficking.  This can be replicated in future programs were the media will collaborate with implementing agencies to create programs that will inform a wider audience of the need to promote and protect children from child labour and child trafficking.

As a result of the awareness raising strategy, FIDA-Ghana’s network of paralegals in some of the selected districts will incorporate child labour and child trafficking issues into their advocacy activities to ensure that there is continuous education through their community advocacy activities. These actions engage the communities in dialogue on the rights of women and children. Experience has shown that such activities have been hugely successful in shifting attitudes and behavior. FIDA-Ghana envisages that sustained advocacy by the community paralegals will create change in behavior of the community to child trafficking and child labour issues. FIDA-Ghana believes that this approach can be replicated in other districts to contribute towards the elimination of child labour and the protection of working children.

Furthermore, at the end of the legal literacy sensitization workshops, participants formed groups and developed action plans to ensure that the momentum of advocacy is sustained in their various communities. The sensitization seminar also provided a platform for the various representatives of organizations present to form a network, whereby they could easily contact each other in cases where child labour and child trafficking are identified.  
II.
Legal Literacy education in the Ashanti Region to bring to the doorsteps of community members an awareness of their rights which will ultimately result in their development. 
The legal literacy education programme in the Ashanti region is just the first in a series of activities which FIDA-Ghana has embarked upon to improve woman’s access to justice within a particular community. Legal literacy education was conducted in two selected districts for 500 women to enhance their capacity to access justice at the Legal Aid Centre in Kumasi and law enforcement agencies. Mobile outreach, legal literacy and human rights awareness programmes at the grass roots in three communities in the Ashanti region took place. Literacy materials for education were produced. These materials will continue to have an impact long after the programme has ended because participants then have them on hand to refer to whenever they need to.

In order to get the cooperation of decision makers within the selected communities FIDA engaged all stakeholders which culminated in the success of the project. Through collaboration with District Chief Executives, Assembly members, Queen mothers, Religious and Traditional Rulers the significance and importance of the project was relayed to the community members and they attend with enthusiasm and a willingness to learn.

Many issues came out in the area of family law, marriage, and maintenance of children, inheritance and violence against women. As the resource persons gave the presentations on what the international and national laws are pertaining to women’s rights, participants were able to re- think over many issues that affect them in line with what the provisions of the laws were. Their understanding and acceptance of the education given to them reflected in the questions they asked recommendations they made and the general discourse that went on.

After the outreach program the FIDA office in Kumasi has began to record cases from the communities that benefited from the program. Since the outreach is just the first in the series of activities which FIDA embarks upon to improve women’s access to justice within a particular community, in the near future and depending on the organizations ability to raise funds, paralegals will be trained from selected community members to continue the legal aid and advocacy for women’s rights at that level.
D. STRENGTHENING RESEARCH

I. Research on legal challenges faced by women living with HIV/AIDS.

The main objective of this study was to examine the legal challenges faced by women living with HIV/AIDS. Cultural practices that violate or enhance the rights and care of women affected by HIV/AIDS were also identified. This study also explored the coping strategies that women affected by HIV/AIDS adopt. The findings of this study will contribute to finding lasting solutions to the legal challenges identified and to sensitize women on their rights in legal cases related to HIV/AIDS.

 The fields of study were Ho (Volta Region), Tema, (Greater Accra), Wenchi (Western Region) and Agomanya (Eastern region). These were selected because they have been identified under the Ghana Aids Commission’s 2004 Sentinel Survey Report, as sites with high HIV prevalence rates of 5.8%, 6.4%, 6.8% and 7.4% respectively. Target groups for the interviews were women living with HIV/AIDS, women affected by HIV/AIDS and organizations working with women living with HIV/AIDS.

The main findings of this enquiry can be summarized as follows.

· This study has revealed that the infected and affected respondents prefer not to disclose their seropositive status except to very trustworthy relatives such as mothers and sisters. In cases where disclosures were made to other groups it was mainly because those people either already knew it, or they were in one way or the other directly connected to the survival of the infected.

· Since disclosure was minimal, and care-givers (the affected) also kept the matter confidential, the seropositive status of most of the respondents were not known outside their close circle of trusted relations. This accounts for the very low record of human rights abuse of both infected and affected.

· Though there were very few reported human rights violations due to the disclosure patterns, there were nevertheless various forms of subtle and overt right violations, perpetuated by people of all walks of life including health workers.

· The data revealed that women with higher levels of education were shown to be less vulnerable to infection than those with no or little formal education. No woman with tertiary education was found in the population interviewed, and those with SSS education were fewer as compared to those with lower forms.

· The majority of women infected were traders. This raises a serious question as to the vulnerability of the middle women who travel long distances with truck drivers and their mates to bring food stuffs from the farms to the towns; and those who travel across borders to sell other commodities.

· Recommendations made by respondents (infected, affected and organizations) were calls on government, non-governmental organizations (especially FIDA), to step up work on behalf of PLWA in the areas of education, legislation, the elimination of harmful cultural practices, and material and financial assistance to PLWA. An urgent call was sounded to FIDA to step up the education of the general public and PLWA on the rights of the latter, and to educate PLWA on avenues of redress available to them as well as make it easy for them to make use of those avenues. 

Suggestions were also made that the government should criminalize discrimination and stigmatization against PLWA as a way of encouraging them to make disclosures. It is true that such a suggestion, though necessary, also presents a number of problems. Any legislation that criminalizes discrimination and stigmatization against PLWA must be carefully designed as not to tear the sick and their care-givers apart. This is one area in which FIDA will get to work, and apply the same urgency that she used when designing and lobbying for the passing of the Domestic Violence Bill.

Research reviewing the Intestate Succession and Wills Act

The Intestate Succession and Wills Act of 1985 sought to ensure that women and children were not cheated out of estate rights when a woman’s husband died.  The Act therefore aimed to ensure the wife and children were properly maintained by the deceased husband’s estate and assets.  This is extraordinarily important as it prevents women and children from impoverishment upon the death of their husband; it helps ensure children are able to stay in school; and it helps ensure women’s inheritance rights under the law.  

Research was conducted on the Intestate Succession and Wills Act this year in order to determine whether the Act was achieving success on a large scale more than 20 years after the Act was passed.  Research also identifying the gaps and areas of improvement were also identified.  Copies of the study’s results were sent to the Attorney General and the Minister of Justice


E. ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Last year was the first year that FIDA embarked on a staff retreat aimed at establishing a culture where FIDA staff can sit down, work as a team, plan ahead and review its performance on an annual basis.  This is important for it ensures that FIDA’s activities are conducted according to an overall vision and strategy, and that all staff members are kept up to date and are aware of the objectives and missions of their work.  It is also important to ensuring that FIDA-Ghana continues to grow as an organization building on the success of its more popular programs and working to improve on some of the problems found in less successful efforts.  

The staff retreat provides an excellent opportunity to examine the progress the organization is making, identify any gaps in capacity of funding, and to coordinate future activities.  It also provides a forum for staff to voice concerns that have had or will forsee in the future.  FIDA will continue to hold staff retreats on a yearly basis to ensure that the programs, initiatives, and activities are conducted in an efficient and successful manner in accordance with the principles and mandate with the organization.  
F. CAPACITY BUILDING OF STAFF
This year, FIDA sought to enhance the capacity of its staff, which includes greater knowledge acquisition of topics within our organization’s mandate.  After FIDA’s Executive Director attended a monitoring and evaluation seminar sponsored by AWDF meant to transfer skills and knowledge to FIDA about how to better ensure successful monitoring and evaluation of our organization’s activities takes place.  Through more effective monitoring and evaluation of our activities FIDA will be able to foster a mechanism for sharing and learning amongst our staff.  In the future, FIDA staff will be able to monitor each other’s work and progress, communicate more effectively, which enhances the quality and effectiveness of our services as an organization.  

In addition, a FIDA administrator attended an Action learning session and a gender workshop on the importance of developing a gender policy.  This is something that our organization will be examining carefully in the near future, as we believe that in order to adhere to our mandate and guiding principles, we must have a gender policy in accordance with those principles and mandate.  The Action learning session focused on how organizations can translate their aims into solid and effective action plans and achieve the objectives they began with.  FIDA believes that this approach will be more effective in generated results-based efforts that really target areas and issues in most need of address.

In the future, FIDA will work to strengthen areas of monitoring and evaluation and concretize a means by which knowledge and learning can be best shared among its staff.  This is not only important to achieving the goals of our organization, but also for providing a work atmosphere in which staff are encourage to learn from and teach each other.  

G. PUBLIC RELATIONS

FIDA-Ghana is consistently seeking to utilize the media to highlight issues on women’s rights and to educate, inform and create awareness on the importance of promoting and protecting women’s rights in various communities. FIDA-Ghana participated in the Women @ 50 Fair held at the children’s park.  FIDA publications were exhibited and interviews were granted to three media networks on FIDA-Ghana’s activities. These media networks included GTV, Public Agenda and TV Africa. Visitors to FIDA’s stand were briefed on the organizations mission and activities.

FIDA-Ghana also participated in a fair to mark AU children’s day which was observed on Friday the 31st of August 2007 at the national theatre. The fair attracted a number of visitors to FIDA’s stand where they were briefed as well on the activities of FIDA-Ghana.

An interview was granted to Joyfm in on the position of the laws regarding child labour. An interview with Ewuraba, a 30 minute weekly women’s magazine program aired on GTV on the domestic violence bill.

As part of FIDA’s programmes to carry out radio programmes to educate the people on women access to justice, a radio discussion and a phone-in programme was held on the 12th of March, 2007 to bring out negative cultural practices that should not be encouraged within the communities since they violate women’s rights. The program also served to deepen the populace’s understanding of FIDA as a gender based organisation and to erase some of the misconceptions they have about FIDA. The discussion was centred around the project theme improving women’s access to justice. Since it was a maiden program most of the callers wanted to understand FIDA and its mission and vision, its aims and objectives, as well as its achievements. 

Publications

Review of handbook on Marriage laws, Intestate Succession and Wills Act

· In these series, the laws have been simplified and all technical language has been eliminated so as to make the laws understandable to all sections of the reading public. Case laws have been incorporated to establish the various legal positions. This is to facilitate the juxtaposition of the law to real life situations faced by women.
Manual to provide uniform mode of disseminating information on child labour laws 

· A manual to provide uniform mode of disseminating information on child labour laws and legal issues, particularly relating to the worst forms of child labour.

H. NETWORKING AND COLLABORATION

FIDA and the Ark foundation collaborated on the implementation of the domestic violence legislation in the country, its challenges and prospects for state policy and response at which a policy brief was issued and presented to MOWAC and other government institutions. FIDA/ILGS collaborated in working on a proposal.
INVITATIONS
FIDA-Ghana is committed to improving and developing partnerships with organizations that have parallel interests in order to enhance the impact of its mission of enhancing the status of women in our society.  FIDA-Ghana is also committed to educating and advocating for justice for women and children.  As such FIDA-Ghana has participated in an expert preparatory meeting on gender equality and strategies for increasing women’s participating in decision making. A presentation was also made on domestic violence law at the Catholic Church and Methodist churches. An exposition on the role of legislation and policy in women’s reproductive health as pertains to FIDA’s work at a women’s dialogue forum organized by AWDF.  FIDA-Ghana participated in the biennial conference of district assembly women on strategies for the 2008 elections.  The presentation on ILGS raised issues for further research, advocacy, policy review and capacity building.  A presentation was made by FIDA-Ghana on access to justice by women and children at CUSO’s annual cooperant meeting in Tamale. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
FIDA-Ghana is dedicated and committed to addressing discriminatory practices in the society, and promoting and protecting the rights of women and children in Ghana.  FIDA-Ghana is actively pursuing this mission by participating in activities to further the mission locally, nationally and internationally.  FIDA Ghana participated in a conference in Bamako- Mali organized by the Italian ministry of foreign affairs in conjunction with the World Food Program.  The purpose of this event was to gather a systematic and a gender issue related way by which women’s personal experiences could be documented to assist to define priorities and operative procedures of a programme for women’s empowerment in West Africa.  The meeting was therefore a first intended step towards a dialogue of co-operation between north and south which is aware of the different realities in various areas of west Africa. 

FIDA Ghana also participated in an international conference on legal aid and access to justice in West Africa organized by OSIWA in Accra.  This conference sought to review the state of access to justice in West Africa by examining the existing legal aid systems within the sub-region.  Key issues discussed were adequacy and access to legal aid, quality of legal aid and the role of the legal profession, and access to justice institutions.

A. Senegal conference held by OSIWA

B. Trip to Burkina Faso

C. Trip to Geneva

CONCLUSIONS
Achievements

FIDA-Ghana has continued building upon its past successes and is charting a path toward a future where more women can access our services and have access to justice.  FIDA believes that with the introduction of the Domestic Violence Act (assented May 2007), an act which was first presented by FIDA, it can continue to promote women and children’s rights through its advocacy, legal aid, and training programs.  2007 was another successful year for our legal aid program reinforcing how vital this programme is for enabling women to access justice and become educated about their rights and the law.  With the addition of the proposed Victim’s Support Fund in the future, the legal aid programme will be able to take more cases to court, and provide compensation (for T&T, medical expenses, etc) for victims who come to FIDA.  This is something we will look into in the future.  Our organization’s research findings this year highlight the need to look at HIV-AIDS more closely as an issue that affects women children’s health and the ability for women to access justice.  In addition, the organizational development and capacity building of our organization has been strengthened in 2007, which will help our organization improve planning, coordination, and have more successful outcomes.  
Challenges

FIDA-Ghana is faced with the persisting challenge of securing permanent Lawyers to take up cases to courts when mediation fails. After empowering women through mobile outreach clinics and legal literacy programs the empowered woman takes the first step of seeking assistance at our Legal Aid Centres.  For some, mediation may fail to result in the needed solution and court action may be necessary. The lack of availability of Lawyers to send cases to courts frustrates our clients and causes them to give up in their pursuit of justice. Until FIDA-Ghana acquires the funding to hire a full time lawyer to take cases to court, this difficulty will remain.  This makes the creation of a Victims Support Fund all the more necessary and important.  

Women’s access to justice is also limited by high rates of illiteracy and cultural attitudes about the status of women in society, which work to inhibit women from seeking help for their legal problems.  For example, the perception of male dominance within a family often prevails even when a man does not fulfil his parental duties regarding the maintenance of his children. Thus, society members may frown on a woman who takes steps to report her husband’s irresponsible behaviour as it is considered an act calculated to disgrace the man.  There is a clear need for more sensitisation and general public education on gender inequality and the legal rights of women.  

Further, delays in disbursement of financial support to FIDA-Ghana adversely affect attendance to the clinics by volunteer lawyers.  Without financial support to compensate lawyers for their transportation costs, FIDA’s ability to encourage them to volunteer their legal services is severely limited. This in turn affects clients who must wait for hours to meet with one of the few committed lawyers available. With more funding, FIDA-Ghana hopes to expand its legal services to more regions of Ghana and continue to increase public education on, among other things, the rights of Ghanaian women and children, the reproductive rights of adolescents, and the importance of women as elected officials.  FIDA is encouraged by its work in the Northern regions of Ghana.  
Donors, networking Partnerships and Collaborations
FIDA-Ghana has been collaborating with other organizations to address the needs of women and children. FIDA-Ghana has worked with the following:

· Ghana Research and Advocacy Programme (G-RAP)

· UNICEF

· UNDP

· Global Fund for Women

· CORD AID

· UNFPA/AYA

· The US Embassy and Democracy Human Rights Fund

· AWDF

· ARK FOUNDATION

· Women in Law and Development in Africa (WiLDAF) 

· Network for Women’s Rights in Ghana (NETRIGHT)

· Gender violence Support System Network (GVSSN) 

· Women’s Initiative for Self Empowerment (W.I.S.E)
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